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Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:  779 Washington Street 

Applicant: Jacob Walters 

Demolition Type: Partial   

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

             

 

   

 

    

 

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
The residence at 779 Washington Street was designed by Joseph T. Greene and constructed in 1899 for John J. McNally. 

Greene was a Massachusetts-born architect who primarily designed Colonial Revival-style single-family residences and 

civic buildings in Boston and the inner suburbs. He was elected an Associate of the American Institute of Architects in 

1901 and was an active member of the Boston Society of Architects.  

Born in Charlestown, MA, John J. McNally was a critic and playwright of some note. Shortly after attending Harvard Law 

School, he took a position as a dramatic critic at the Boston Herald while working on his own writing. During his career, 

he wrote thirty-nine plays, including a score of plays for the vaudeville duo ñThe Rogers Brothersò, and achieved 

moderate success. After residing in Brookline, he relocated to Brooklyn, where he would ultimately pass in 1931. 

The building at 779 Washington Street is a five-bay, double bow front Colonial Revival-style dwelling that rises two-and-

one-half stories from a cut stone foundation to a hipped roof clad in asphalt shingles. The body of the building is clad in 

clapboard siding that feeds into a full-height Ionic pilaster at each corner.  The roof is punctured by a dormers on each 

slope, including a particularly interesting centered pedimented dormer bordered with double ionic pilasters on the façade, 

and features chimneys on the east and west slopes. The roofline projects slightly, sheltering a cornice with modillions and 

dentilled frieze that runs the entire length of the building. Windows are primarily double hung and have 2/2 sash on the 

body and 6/6 sash in the dormers. Second story windows are primarily uniform and surrounded by basic casings that abut 

the frieze, although the bay with ornate leaded glass in the center of the façade is a notable exception, and the majority of 

first floor windows are capped with a moulded lintel. Access to the property is granted through a centered replacement 

door flanked by ornate leaded sidelights nestled beneath an entrance portico with classical detailing. The portico interrupts 

a full-width open veranda with a balustrade that dominates the first story of the façade.  
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Perhaps the most interesting feature of the building lies at the rear of the property, which fronts Bartlett Crescent. A full-

height gabled pavilion, adorned with gable returns, ionic pilasters, and an ornate stained glass Palladian window, 

protrudes from the center of the elevation and adds a sense of monumentality to the building. 

Significant alterations to the property include the conversion of the property into a two-family residence in 1955, 

demolition of a metal garage in 1956, the construction of a Brooks-Skinner garage on the site in 1987 (since demolished), 

and the removal of the balustrade above the entrance portico prior to 2007. 

 

The building at 779 Washington Street meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, 

political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The building at 779 Washington Street retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 

Aerial view of the property, looking north 
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Aerial view of the property, looking west. 

 

View of the property, looking south. 
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View of the property, looking east. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of the façade 

from Washington 

Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


